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Abstract
                Discrimination on the ground of race has been evident for a long period. Racism refers to mistreatment, oppression, discrimination, or marginalization of people because of their race. People face challenges because of racism (Bach).
Introduction
Several authors have presented instances of racism in their works. They tend to present the challenges that the oppressed face in the real world to advocate for change. Even though the authors use symbolism to present these cases, a clear inference reveals their intention of writing their works (Fauzi). The main reason for using symbolism is to avoid a direct attack of the writers (Uberman 133). The symbols could be animals, but they represent human beings in the real world. In the poem Caged Bird, the poet has used a symbol of birds, the free bird, and the caged bird to demonstrate that the oppressed do not have freedom (Fauzi).
Literature review
Various scholars have explored how the poet of the poem Caged Bird has exhausted the use of symbolism. The poet has used two birds, the free bird, a symbol of the oppressor, and the caged bird, a symbol of the oppressed. The free bird has freedom of choice; it can make decisions while the caged bird lacks such freedom, "The free bird thinks of another breeze and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees and the fat worms waiting on a bright dawn lawn, and he names the sky his own” (Angelou). This shows that people who are oppressed have no freedom; they are just subalterns; they are like the bird that has been put behind the bar. The oppressed people are supposed to be told what to do; they do not have the right to make decisions on their own, "The caged bird sings, with a fearful trill,  of things unknown” (Angelou)   The free bird in the poem enjoys freedom of movement because it is not barred by anything from making movements.  This implies that in terms of freedom, the oppressed people cannot at any enjoy it as compared to the free bird, "But a bird that stalks, down his narrow cage, can seldom see-through, his bars of rage, his wings are clipped, and his feet are tied, so he opens his throat to sing." (Angelou)
Chapter three
Since the reader-oriented approach allows the readers to have a personal interpretation of the literary texts, various scholars have presented various views of the poem. While some argue that the term caged bird refers to the prisoners put behind bars, others argue that it refers to the people who have been imprisoned mentally. The distinction between the two is mental imprisonment and physical imprisoned. The materials by various scholars concerning the poem's interpretation show that the book can be applied in various contexts. Still, in this research, it has been used to refer to oppressed people because of their race. Through this perception, it has been able to identify some of the challenges that people face when they are oppressed because of their race. The existing data shows that the poem has been widely used to refer to the oppression on the ground of race. People greatly suffer, although it is something that they cannot change because race is innate. 
Author presentation and analysis
In the poem the Caged Bird, the author shows that the caged bird cannot make decisions; it is supposed to be submissive. This shows that the oppressed people lack the freedom to make any decision, just like the free bird. The caged bird is also in fear of the unknown because it does not know what to do and what not to do, "The caged bird sings, with a fearful trill, of things unknown"(Angelou) . It cannot be informed to enhance its submissiveness. On the contrary, the free bird is able to make choices; this shows that the oppressors, have freedom,  "The free bird thinks of another breeze and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees and the fat worms waiting on a bright dawn lawn, and he names the sky his own” (Angelou)   
Conclusion and discussion
 	The poem has clearly presented the issues that the oppressed people face in the midst of the oppressors. They are compared with the bird that has been caged. The caged bird cannot move to look for food; it is supposed to depend on its owner. This implies how the oppressed people are not able to work to meet their needs because they are denied the essential right of movement, "But a bird that stalks, down his narrow cage, can seldom see-through, his bars of rage, his wings are clipped, and his feet are tied, so he opens his throat to sing” (Angelou) Since birds cannot interact with other birds, this implies how the oppressed, people of a different race, are not allowed to interact with others.

Conclusion
Poetry has been used as the tool for speaking on behalf of the oppressed. The poets write about the human experiences that they might themselves have been involved or observed. They tend to communicate their feelings and attitudes towards these experiences. The people whom the poet describes might not of their rights and what they should to overcome the challenges thus the poet acts as a teacher.
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